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I am not simply just a sports car. I am  

much more than that. I am the R that  

makes the difference. I am the 911 that 

steals your sleep. I am the reason for 

getting up at 6 a. m. on a Sunday morning 

after a long, hard week.  

I am the recollection of lost childhood. 

I smell of petrol, tarmac and the racetrack.  

I recount tales of historic races, victories 

and records, of naturally aspirated engines 

and manual transmissions, of red stripes, 

and of the Porsche logo on my side.  

I existed back then as one of only 23 

incarnations. So? Well, I went on to write 

history. I shattered long-distance records. 

For I was lightweight, powerful – and fast.  

An unadulterated sports car. A radically 

pure 911.

Now I’m back – as one of only 991 editions. 

I am the echo of yesterday, resonating 

through the corner this very second. With 

the raspy sound of a 4.0-litre six-cylinder 

horizontally opposed and naturally 

aspirated engine. With 368 kW (500 hp). 

With a crisp 6-speed GT Sport manual 

transmission. With consistent lightweight 

construction. With unfathomable driving 

pleasure. With a design that brings 1967 

back to the present. 

How I roll is much the same. I am honest, 

straightforward and direct. An incorrigible 

purist. One who places the driver in the 

centre. So I show my true colours without 

fear. For the high culture of the sports car 

elite. 

I am the new 911 R.

I am not simply just a sports car.  
I am a radically pure 911. 

The new 911 R.

For fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and efficiency class, please refer to page 59.
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Sports car fascination



Once upon a time there was a lightweight 

sports car that left a weighty impression. 

In 1967, the Porsche 911 R was built for 

use in motorsport. In a limited-edition 

run of just 23 units. Its powerful engine 

was derived from the Porsche 906, the 

most successful 2-litre race car of its 

time. Added to this was a commitment to 

lightweight construction, right down to 

the smallest detail. The perfect ingredients 

for a legend to rise forth.

R as in racetrack. 
R as in records.  
R as in radical purist. 

How the 911 R rattled the 
racing scene.
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1967
The purism of the vintage 911 R has 

brought tears to the eyes of all the 

hardcore fans ever since: the doors, lids, 

front wings, both bumpers and every 

window apart from the windscreen were all 

made from synthetic materials. The rear 

side windows of the 911 R had ventilation 

slots. The door openers? Incredibly basic. 

As for everything else – if it could go, it 

went: carpets, trims, covers, footrests and 

superfluous instruments. No place even for 

the co-driver’s sun visor. That’s what 

eyelids are for. With its stripped-down 

design, the 911 R soon became the 

motorsport icon that it is today. 
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An outstanding triumph followed in 1969 

for Gérard Larrousse at the Tour de France 

Automobile. This extremely popular rally 

of the time covered more than 5,000 km 

and was simply packed full of special 

challenges, from circuits to hillclimbs. 

In the 911 R, Larrousse and his co-driver, 

Maurice Gelin, dominated the race from 

the first stage to the last. The stories from 

behind the scenes are enthralling – and 

legendary.

Thanks to its extremely reduced weight 

of 800 kg and air-cooled six-cylinder 

horizontally opposed and naturally  

aspirated engine producing 154 kW 

(210 hp), the 911 R was highly powerful 

and extraordinarily quick.

We’re still in 1967, and the 911 R has 

already written motorsport history on 

an endurance trial at the Autodromo di 

Monza. Impeccable performance helped  

the 911 R to break one record after the 

other. Five absolute long distance world 

records were accompanied by 11 class 

records. For example: over 10,000 miles 

in 76 : 31 : 49 hours, or 96 hours with an 

hourly average of over 209 km/h.  
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