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driver, you become a part of this effort to give hundreds of thousands of kids a better life today, and all of us a brighter tomorrow. 	  
Learn more about how Mercedes-Benz USA believes in giving back at MBUSA.com/community
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T H E  2 01 8  G - C L A S S

What does a Hollywood premiere have in 

common with discovering a cave full of 

ancient treasures that’s been inaccessible 

for centuries? Answer: If you’re going, you 

need to make an entrance. Whether you’re 

an archaeologist or an actor who’s cast to 

play one, sometimes situations that seem 

opposite on the surface turn out to share 

a lot more when you dig a little deeper. For 

starters, you don’t just get there: It takes 

years of work, and dedication to your craft. 

It takes stamina and resolve, yet flexibility 

and an eagerness to adapt. It takes a will-

ingness to be known for something, and 

to live up to a legend — by living your own.

At home in any corner of the world.

At the edge of the red carpet or the shores  

of the Red Sea, the Mercedes-Benz G‑Class  

has been making entrances for close to 40 

years. No matter where it arrives, it does 

it in a style entirely its own. Its capability 

is evident on every surface — true whether 

you mean its crisply folded bodywork and 

handcrafted cabin, or the terrain that it’s 

conquered on all seven continents. And 

no matter where it takes you, even more 

important is the reputation it’s earned for 

delivering you safely back home, whether 

from a years-long trek or a crosstown trip.

Conceived before SUVs were trendy, the 

“G” has achieved timelessness via a sense 

of fashion that’s born from function — and 

continuous advancement of what’s under-

neath. Developed to venture far into the 

unknown, it offers a feeling of confidence 

that’s become quite well-known. Crafted 

like no other SUV — by hand — it can put the 

world at your feet by matching its capabil-

ity with durability and reliability. As endur-

ing as it is endearing, the G‑Class was born 

to take you away. Yet after four decades of 

going virtually anywhere, it’s become just 

as famous for sticking around. For staying 

true to its mission. And true to its owners.

Mercedes-Benz 
engineers created 

the G‑Class to go the 
distance, and back. 

Conceived and crafted 
to earn the trust of 
its drivers, it’s won 

something even rarer: 
their affection.
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K E Y  F E A T U R E S

2018 G‑Class

P E R F O R M A N C E

The unwavering confidence of biturbo power 

is teamed with a purist, world-proven 4‑wheel 

drive system. The result is an ideal match of 

abilities, and an unmatched set of capabilities.

>> V8 biturbo, handcrafted AMG V8 biturbo, or 

handcrafted AMG V12 biturbo power

>> 4‑wheel coil-spring/rigid-axle suspension

>> Permanent all‑wheel drive with 2-speed transfer case

>> Three sequentially lockable differentials1

>> Genuine sidepipe exhausts

S A F E T Y

Its solidity has often been compared to a 

bank vault. And its protective ability has 

continually advanced. Both come from the 

engineering expertise of Mercedes-Benz.

>> Rearview camera*

>> Blind Spot Assist*

>> Parking Assist PARKTRONIC*

>> Distance Pilot DISTRONIC® adaptive cruise control*

>> 4‑wheel Electronic Traction System (4‑ETS®), Brake 

Assist (BAS®), and Trailer Stability Assist1

L U X U R Y

Its exactingly tailored, exquisitely finished 

cabin is crafted nearly entirely by hand. 

Seemingly endless personalization options 

let you have a hand in creating your own.

>> Heated, ventilated and multicontour power front seats

>> Heated outboard 1 ⁄3:2 ⁄3 -split folding rear seats

>> 30+ choices in hand-fitted leather or Nappa leather

>> Six choices in wood, piano lacquer or carbon fiber trim

>> Power steel sunroof

>> harman/kardon LOGIC7® 12-speaker surround sound

T E C H N O L O G Y

User-friendly technologies help to keep you 

connected, entertained and feeling in charge. 

Intuitive controls help you stay in command 

of your vehicle and in touch with your world.

>> COMAND® system with navigation, 8" color screen, 

central controller, and multifunction steering wheel

>> mbrace® featuring Mercedes me smartphone app with 

remote vehicle features and in‑car Internet*3 

>> Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto

>> Electrically heated windshield and side mirrors

*Optional or not available on some models. Please see back of brochure.

D E S I G N

Outside, its iconic body has been shaped by 

function, crafted by hand, and proven by 

time. Underneath, it’s been engineered to 

endure any condition, climate or continent.

>> 19" to 21" alloy wheels*2

>>  Iconic, upright design with flat-pane glass

>> Bi‑Xenon headlamps and LED Daytime Running Lamps

>> Stainless-steel front brush guard* and running boards

>> Paintwork available in more than 35 colors, plus an 

expanded variety of styling options and packages*
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T H E  E X P E R I E N C E  O F  A  L I F E T I M E

For a moment, you imagine the navigation 

has a “surprise me” button. With just a tap 

you would instantly embark toward some  

exotic location — perhaps retracing one of 

the G’s record-setting expeditions — guided  

by a pleasant voice. “In 3,580 kilometers, 

turn left to Siberia.” As you venture off the  

narrow pavement, you reach for the set of 

three buttons that lock the differentials1 in 

your G‑Class. You push button “1” to make 

the center differential send torque equally 

to the front and rear axles. It’s the ideal 

“four-wheeling” setup for the dirt road, for 

added grip while keeping it nimble in the 

curves. Road turns to ruts and dust turns 

to mud, so you lock the rear differential 

(button “2”), then the front one (“3”), then 

engage the low range and adjust your pace 

to a careful crawl. In your head, you envi-

sion the illustrations that diagram your G’s 

off-road capability in inches of clearance 

and degrees of tilt. You can see the bene

fits of its cubist shape just by looking out 

the windows. After days of rising eleva-

tions, and nights of plunging temperatures 

and cooking over a fire, you reach the cir-

cled arrow on the navigation system’s map. 

Its pleasant voice announces “We’re here.”

Everyday adventures.

As much as you love imagining the grand 

journey, in reality you just told the naviga-

tion to guide you home from a weekend 

in the mountains. And while you’re about 

to undergo a 6,000-ft change in elevation, 

a 40° change in temperature, and enough 

weather and traffic conditions to fill half a 

morning newscast, your G‑Class will take 

it all in stride — without you pushing a but-

ton. Its rugged off-road features coexist 

with an advanced set of traction, stability 

and driver-assistance systems — many first 

pioneered by Mercedes-Benz. On the road, 

where you usually — maybe always — drive,4 

you can feel the way they team up to make 

your G‑Class feel smooth and surefooted.

From its twin turbos to its dual-sidepipe 

exhaust, you and your G are always ready 

to revel and rumble. Its shift paddles put 

its seven speeds and a torrent of V8 or 

V12 torque at your fingertips. Its beefy 

chassis puts the world at your feet. And 

yet you don’t need to travel to far corners 

of the globe to appreciate everything your 

G‑Class can do. No matter how far you’re 

going, the fun starts at the nearest corner.

The G‑Class 
name comes from 
Geländewagen, or 

“cross-country vehicle.” 
The first prototypes 
were tested from the 
Sahara to the Arctic 
Circle. Production 
models have returned 
numerous times.

Capability
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	 A  L I F E T I M E  O F  E X P E R I E N C E

“Show ’em what you’re made of,” the coach 

said, pushing you out onto the field. They 

were more than words of encouragement. 

They simultaneously expressed belief in 

you while challenging you to live up to your 

training, your abilities, and above all, your 

character. Briefly eyeing the goal line, you 

stared down your competition, summoned 

all of your strengths, and charged ahead. 

And if it took everything you have to score 

the win, it also openly took inventory of it. 

And revealed exactly what you are made of.

How to make a legend true.

A few years may have passed since your 

coach pushed you to outdo yourself, but it 

left an enduring imprint on your way of life. 

The view over the flat hood of your G‑Class 

reinforces it, embodying the strength that 

helps you do things well with the strength 

of character to do things right. Every time 

you get behind the wheel, you feel it, from 

the exacting click of its door latch to the 

way it feels like it’s been hewn from a block  

of granite yet lined with the softest silk. In 

truth, you know what it’s really made of, 

and how it’s made: By hand, like no other 

SUV today, and as it has been for 39 years. 

Its team of artisans flow 50 liters of hot wax 

through its fully boxed ladder frame to help 

fend off corrosion. They weld its galvanized- 

steel body at more than 6,000 points. Sew 

half a mile of thread into tens of thousands  

of stitches, impeccably tailoring leather to 

its seats, dash and doors. Hand-polish any 

of five sustainably forested woods to a rich  

glow. All to prepare it for a single inspector 

who won’t let your G undergo your scrutiny  

until it first satisfies his. This is where 

the journey of a lifetime begins: a rugged 

body bolted to a rigid frame, and built on 

a foundation of character. It’s not just how 

a G‑Class is made. It’s what it’s made of.

It takes longer 
than 40 hours to 
handcraft each 
G‑Class. No other 
SUV feels like a G, 
because no other  
is built like one.

Craftsmanship
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Latitude in its attitude

How far can you take your G‑Class? That’s a question you 

can answer in countless ways, even before the first pair of 

hands begins crafting it. Along with dozens of paint, leather 

and trim options, a selection of interior and exterior styling 

packages lets you create a vehicle that’s all G, and all you.

Personalization

N I G H T  P A C K A G E

Obsidian Black mirrors, fender flares, roof 

and bumpers, along with black wheels and 

bodyside protective strips, heighten the visual 

drama of the G 550, AMG G 63 or AMG G 65.

M A N U F A K T U R  P A C K A G E

Black wheels and exterior accents embolden 

a G 550 painted Magma Red, Obsidian Black 

or Mystic White. The cabin features designo 

Black Nappa leather accented with red top

stitching, seat belts and steering-wheel trim.

L U X U R Y  P A C K A G E

The G 550’s standard chrome accents and 

19" AMG ® wheels are set off by rich designo 

manufaktur Light Ivory paintwork. Inside, 

Deep Sea Blue Nappa leather is accented by 

Champagne White Lacquer wood trim and  

a black DINAMICA microsuede headliner.

A M G  P E R F O R M A N C E  
S T U D I O  P A C K A G E S

Two dramatically different approaches express 

your uniqueness via your AMG G 63 or AMG G 65.  

Four colorful packages pair vivid paintwork with 

a black cabin and exterior accents. An Exclusive 

package teams matte designo Monza Grey Magno 

paint and silver, chrome and carbon fiber exterior 

details with two-tone Saddle Brown Nappa leather.

M O J A V E  P A C K A G E

Matte designo manufaktur Olive Magno paint 

and diamond-stitched Saddle Brown two-tone 

Nappa leather are matched with black wheels 

and details exclusive to each of three models.
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Well-rounded
The cube root of capability.

Why is the G‑Class shaped like it is? There 

might be no clearer example of form based 

on function. When its development began 

more than four decades ago, the objective 

was simple: to create a vehicle of extreme 

capability as well as extraordinary civility. 

Its upright design maximized cabin space 

within a maneuverable footprint, whether 

in the thick of a jungle or a dense city. Its 

flat glass could be temporarily replaced 

by any hardware store if it got broken in 

some remote location. You can reach its 

rear-mounted spare tire without unloading 

cargo or crawling under a muddy vehicle. 

Call it flat, square or even origami, the G is 

shaped entirely by its well-rounded skills. 

It wasn’t designed to be a work of art. And 

yet how well it works is one reason it has 

never gone out of style. It simply endures.

The power to make progress.

While its roots are decades deep, the G is 

a legend that’s not only living — it’s thriving. 

Continual advancement is the hallmark of 

every Mercedes-Benz, and the G‑Class is 

no exception to this family trait — in good 

part because it draws from the family tree. 

From engine to entertainment systems, its 

pioneering spirit is as evident in its innova-

tive technology as in its adventure-seek-

ing chassis. For example, the 4.0L biturbo 

V8 in the G 550 derives many of its racing- 

proven attributes from the AMG GT. Like 

the super sports car, its twin turbos nest 

in the “hot V” between the cylinder banks, 

to virtually eliminate pressure loss and lag. 

Its NANOSLIDE® cylinder walls are coated 

in a patented process to make them ultra-

hard and mirror-smooth, reducing friction 

and wear. And its direct fuel injection and 

multispark ignition self-tune with millisec-

ond speed and molecular precision. In the 

AMG G 63 and G 65, the performance ped-

igree is even stronger, with each V8 or V12 

biturbo engine bearing the signature of the  

master craftsman who built it by hand.

At home in a range of terrains.

The range of the G‑Class abilities is deeply 

rooted in its wide span of gear ratios, from 

hill-crawling to highway cruising. Either of 

two 7‑speed transmissions — the advanced 

7G‑TRONIC in the G 550, further enhanced 

with AMG SPEEDSHIFT® PLUS technology 

in the AMG models — features an electronic  

console selector and shift paddles on the 

steering wheel. On every G‑Class model, a  

2‑speed transfer case adds a low range 

to its permanent 4‑wheel drive system, 

for torque multiplication that’s helpful on 

rugged terrain.4 And the three sequentially 

lockable differentials1 let you progressively  

increase off-road prowess as you venture 

farther from the pavement — a setup that 

puts the G‑Class a world — or perhaps one 

deep, muddy rut — apart from lesser SUVs.

A G‑Class is engineered to handle the road 

more traveled, too. Its rugged, rigid-axle 

suspension is outfitted with gas-charged 

shocks and coil springs, and while it offers 

more than 8" of wheel travel, its handling 

benefits from a front stabilizer and beefy 

tires on alloy wheels2 sized from 19" for 

the G 550, up to 21" for the G 65. And since 

it’s foremost a Mercedes-Benz, a G‑Class 

comes standard with a long list of on-road1 

safety systems, like the 4‑wheel Electronic 

Traction System (4‑ETS®),5 Electronic Sta-

bility Program (ESP®), substantial 4‑wheel 

antilock disc brakes, emergency-sensing 

Brake Assist, Hill-Start Assist, and Trailer 

Stability Assist.6 So while a G‑Class can 

climb an 80% grade without fear, it’s not 

afraid of being graded on a sharp curve, 

either. It’s all part of its mission.

Measured in 
seconds or years, 
the G‑Class is 
engineered to pass 
every test of time. 
Even when it’s using 
only a fraction of 
its capability, it 
delivers 100% of  
its confidence.
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With a wide range of gears and an even wider range of talents, the  
G’s proven hardware and progressive technology keep you ahead.

Driven to, and from, extremes.

Few vehicles can use the expression “been 

there, done that” with such enthusiasm as 

the G‑Class. Its life story is a collection of 

life-changing stories, told by adventurers, 

explorers and even everyday people who 

ventured far from their everyday world. 

Yet the virtues that make the G so capable  

in extreme situations, harsh climates and 

brutal conditions are also why it’s so satis-

fying as a luxury SUV. Simply put, it’s been 

engineered, designed and handcrafted to 

look after its occupants like no other SUV.

In 2006, a documentary filmmaker became 

the first foreigner to reach the world’s cold-

est region — deep in Siberia — with a pas-

senger vehicle in winter. Driving his stock 

G‑Class, he traversed nearly 12,000 miles 

in temperatures down to –63°F without 

experiencing a single mechanical break-

down. Needless to say, a frigid day in sub-

urbia won’t faze your G‑Class. In addition 

to its powerful dual-zone climate control 

that filters dust and pollen from the cabin 

air, you’ll be coddled by its four heated 

seats. Electric heating of the side mirrors 

and windshield helps to clear them of fog 

or frost even before the engine warms up. 

Heating is also available for the steering 

wheel. And for extraordinary comfort in a 

range of climates, the power front seats 

are also ventilated, while standard multi

contour adjustment lets you custom-tailor 

their lumbar, shoulder and thigh supports.

Endless sense of adventure.

Gunther Holtorf is a German man with a 

love of travel. After purchasing a China Blue  

G‑Class new in 1988, he named it “Otto,” 

and they embarked on the adventure of 

a lifetime. They finished in 2014, having 

driven 557,000 miles in 200 countries and 

a world of extremes: from the 17,000‑ft 

Mount Everest basecamp to the Dead Sea 

to Death Valley, and from –17°F Siberia to 

the +122° Australian Outback. And even 

though Otto spent the entire 26‑year trek 

laden with gear and supplies, the globe-

trotting G finished it with its original, stan-

dard-spec engine, transmission and axles.

Trips to the home-improvement store, the 

ski slopes, or even the mountain cabin two 

states away might seem minor by compari-

son, but any journey in a G‑Class can have 

some epic proportions. The three-across  

rear seat flips and folds in a 1 ⁄3:2 ⁄3 split to  

create up to 75 cubic feet of flat, carpeted 

cargo space — with an emphasis on “cubic” 

thanks to the space-efficient upright body.7  

Even with five passengers aboard, there’s 

room for up to 38.6 cubic feet of gear, eas-

ily loadable via the side-hinged rear door.

Outfitted to take you far, and back.

From the driver seat, clear, classic analog 

gauges and high-resolution displays team 

with logical controls on the steering wheel 

and console. Uniting an 8" screen high in 

the dash with a central controller on the 

console — where your hand rests naturally —   

the COMAND® system brings you a world 

of audio, navigation8 and vehicle settings 

you can personalize. Carousel-style menus 

rotate and animate as you turn and click 

the controller, while a “favorite” button lets  

you set up a feature for one-touch access. 

SiriusXM Traffic and Weather9 integrate 

with the navigation to ease your travels,  

with five years of service included. Three 

years of navigation map updates are pro-

vided at no charge as well. The advanced 

voice control system can learn your natu

ral way of speaking. And Apple CarPlay™ 

and Android Auto are both standard, too, 

bringing their own unique interfaces, apps 

and voice controls to your G‑Class.10 

Standard audio gear lets you tune in local 

HD Radio® stations, or nationwide SiriusXM  

Radio.9 You can stream music from your 

Bluetooth® device wirelessly. And enjoy it 

all in harman/kardon® LOGIC7® surround 

sound, delivered with 450 watts of output  

via 12 strategically located speakers. The 

available multi-input Rear Seat Entertain-

ment system features a pair of flat screens 

along with wireless remotes and headsets. 

A suite of advanced driver assists is stan-

dard, to help make highway driving less 

stressful and tight spaces more inviting. 

Distance Pilot DISTRONIC® cruise control 

uses radar to adapt your speed to the flow 

of traffic, even stop-and-go.11 Blind Spot 

Assist12 helps ease driving on multilane 

roadways. And a rearview camera13 and 

Parking Assist PARKTRONIC14 offer audi-

ble and visual guidance when you back up, 

or during low-speed maneuvers in tight 

spaces. After all, no matter how far you go,  

every journey includes some near, too.

Well-rounded

It’s more than a  
living legend. The 
G‑Class is living proof  
that how far you  
can go in the world  
depends a lot on where 
you come from.


